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1 . HEREWITH TEXT OF REUTER NEWS ITEM DATELINED NOV. 5 EROM THE 
HAGUE ON SUBJECT. BEGIN TEXT: 

PRESIDENT EORD'S DISMISSAL OE U.S. DEEENSE SECRETARY JAMES 
SCHLESINGER HAS RAISED A QUESTION MARK OVER EUROPEAN HOPES 
THAT THE UNITED STATES WILL BUY MORE WEAPONS PROM ITS ALLIES IN 
NATO. THE DEFENCE MINISTERS OF 10 EUROPEAN NATO COUNTRIES ARE 
MEETING HERE TODAY TO DISCUSS A DRAPT COMMUNIQUE CALLING FOR A 
MORE EQUITABLE BALANCE IN ARMS TRADE BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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AND EUROPE. MR. SCHLESINGER WAS A STRONG SUPPORTER OF THE 
EUROPEAN’S CALL FOR A BIGGER SHARE IN NATO ARMS-BUYING PROGRAMMES, 
THE VIEWS OF HIS SUCCESSOR, MR. DONALD RUMSFELD, ARE RELATIVELY 
UNKNOWN TO THE EUROPEANS. THE EUROPEANS HOPE THAT MR. RUMSFELD 
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WILL TAKE THE SAME LINE AS MR. SCHLESINGER ON ARMS SALES. ONE 
SUBJECT UNDER DISCUSSION IS WHETHER TO ESTABLISH A EUROPEAN 
DEEENCE PROCUREMENT SECRETARIAT TO ORGANISE GREATER STANDARDISA- 
TION OE NATO'S DEFENCE SYSTEMS IN THE HOPE OE SELLING MORE 
ARMS TO THE UNITED STATES. END TEXT. 

2. ALTHOUGH LIKELY OVER-DRAMATIXING EUROPEAN CONCERNS, 

ESPECIALLY THOSE OE EUROGROUP NATIONS, ITEM EOLLOWS THE 
GENERAL LINES OF SPECULATION WE HAVE HEARD HERE CONCERNING 
CONTINUED U.S. EMPHASIS ON STANDARDIZATION AND RELATED 
SUBJECTS, SUCH AS THE TWO-WAY STREET. WASHINGTON MAY WISH TO 
CONSIDER THESE CONCERNS IN PREPARING GUIDANCE FOR THE NOV. 

12 NAC MEETING, WHEN STANDARDIZATION WILL NEXT BE ADDRESSED. 

3. ON A RELATED SUBJECT, CHARGE IS SCHEDULED TO MEET WITH 
KILLICK (UK) NOV. 7 EOR DEBRIEF ON EUROGROUP MINISTERIAL 
MEETING HELD NOV. 5 IN THE HAGUE.STREATOR 

CONEIDENTIAL 


« END OE DOCUMENT » 
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